
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

It’s tempting to wish that our faith in God enabled us to have an unfailing trust that God will take us where we 
want to be. It would free us from diddling with decisions, vacillating and second-guessing. Only that wouldn’t 
be faith because it would be our own script we’d have God carrying out. 

Faith in God surrenders the script. It also surrenders the outcome, which is why Abraham, when asked by God 
to pack up kin and belongings and move to another land, did just that without knowing where or how he’d 
eventually settle in. 

And much later, like the unpredictable thread of a good novel, Abraham’s story finds him and Sarah with child 
when they are 100 and 90 years old. A decade or so later, Abraham again finds himself without any sensible or 
sane understanding of the storyline as he leads young Isaac up a sacrificial mountain to what would seem to be 
a failure of God’s promise to Abraham to father countless generations. Once more God rewrites the ending. 
Throughout Abraham’s life it is God’s script that Abraham lives out, not his own. 

Faith is unpredictable, like good novels that twist and turn and keep us in suspense. If novels are well written, 
they keep us up long into the night. On the other hand, we like our lives quite the opposite. The appearance of 
the unpredictable tends to unsettle and undo our living. We presume that good lives, unlike a good novel, are 
interesting and engaging but always deliberately focused and free of unwarranted surprises. And so we expect 
good novels and good lives to be like the tracks of the railroad—parallel, but never touching or crossing lest 
someone or something be derailed. 

—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

Growth and change are always the result of conflict, of clashing visions that force adaptation. 
This is not to say that God writes tragedies and suffering into the script, 

but only that God uses all the unfolding twists and turns of the plot to bring the story to a divine conclusion. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Preparation 

Imagine the following scene: you sit down at your school 
desk. The teacher walks the aisle, placing the paper before 
you, face down. You set your watch. You will have exactly 
one hour to do the test. You turn the paper over. Then it hits 
you: you never took any notes. You never studied or did even 
one assignment. For a student, lack of preparation is the night-
mare of nightmares. 

Jesus talks about the need for preparation in today’s Gospel. 
God is pleased to give us the kingdom, Jesus says. “Gird your 
loins and light your lamps.” See that you are prepared. 

Jesus’ teaching reminds us of the question once posed to St. 
Francis de Sales and his companions, who, according to the 
story, were playing billiards. “What would you do if you knew 
the end of the world was coming in one hour?” The friends of 
Francis shared various plottings of how they would get their 
affairs in order. Most mentioned prayer. Francis shrugged, “I 

would continue doing what I am doing.” Are you ready to meet the Lord? 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, August 6 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Barry Hirt by Annette Frerich 
6:30 pm:  Healing of Jimmy by The Strube Family 
    (In Spanish)  

Sunday, August 7 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence,              
St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Tracy Grimes by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 
10:00 am: + Lester Jansa  
         by Sammy & Charlotte Kellermeier 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, August 8 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Jerline Frysak by Dennis & Janet Minzenmayer 

Tuesday, August  9 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass 
8:00 am + George Halfmann by Wilbert & Joyce Braden 

Wednesday, August 10 St. Lawrence Day                    
(St. Lawrence) 
5:00 pm: + Jerome Hoelscher by Susan Rulla 

Thursday, August 11 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)             
7:00 am: + Gladys Braden by George & Doris Schwartz 
8:00 am:+ Francis Herring by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer   

Friday, August 12  St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
8:00 am + Nita Lange by James & Cecilia Schwartz    

Saturday, August 13 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: Healing of Jimmy by The Strube Family 
6:30 pm:  Thomas Strube by Chris & Lana Hirt 
    (In Spanish)  

Sunday, August 14 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence,            
St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen by Sheryl Wilson 
10:00 am: + Hubert Frerich by Doug & Karen Schaefer 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 The wonderful diversity of life and worship 
among Roman Catholics of East and West is an exam-
ple of God writing straight with crooked lines. The 
steady hand of the villainous Emperor Diocletian 
drew a line across Europe and Africa that split the em-
pire in two, and for the most part determined how 
Christians would worship two thousand years later. 

 Italy’s heel and the far northern city of Trieste fell 
on the Eastern side, and have had a form of Eastern 
liturgy ever since. Constantinople, which soon be-
came the seat of the Roman Empire, became a base 
for Christianizing the East up to Russia and Poland. 
Poland was on the Eastern side, but a series of wars 
and medieval mayhem pushed the religious boundary 
back to the Ukraine, and Poland remains an outpost of 
the Latin Church to this day. 

 An old rule of thumb declared that whatever reli-
gion was observed by the local prince, the people had 
to follow. This gave rise to persecution and migration 

as people sought toleration for their expressions of 
faith. In the United States, we are accustomed to 

peaceful collaboration among Christians of East and 
West, a situation that challenges churches that still 

feel the pinch of age-old division. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

 Hace casi 2000 años, Jesús declaró que “los zorros 
tienen guaridas, y las aves del cielo sus nidos; pero el 
Hijo del hombre no tiene donde reclinar la cabeza”. 
Lamentablemente en las calles y callejones del mundo 
este dicho se realiza diariamente en tantos abandona-
dos por la sociedad que viven sin techo ni hogar. En 
los años 40 el santo jesuita, Alberto Hurtado de Chile 
quiso darle al Hijo del hombre un lugar donde reclinar 
su cabeza recogiendo a los niños y a los adultos indi-
gentes. 

 Su ejemplo llamó la atención de otros cristianos 
que se unieron a sus esfuerzos y así en 1944 fundaron 
la asociación benéfica “Hogar de Cristo”. Este hogar 
se dedica aun todavía a acoger, educar y rehabilitar a 
los necesitados dándoles las herramientas necesarias 
para poder depender de si mismos. También vela por 
sus almas dándoles una formación total de cuerpo, 
alma y espíritu. 

 En fin, el Hogar de Cristo se dedica a difundir la 
realidad de los pobres por medio de nuestro llamado 
bautismal a la responsabilidad que tenemos en darle al 
Hijo de hombre un lugar para reclinar su cabeza.  

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR AUGUST 

Small Businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in 
the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find 
ways to continue operating, and serving their commu-
nities. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

We're told in Luke 
12:32-48 that God is 
"pleased" to give us 
his kingdom, which 
includes eternal life in 
heaven as well as all 
the benefits of his love 
and goodness here on 
earth.  

God does not with-
hold anything good 
from us. But do we 
avail our-selves of all 
he offers?  

Jesus explains: If you 
value earthly treasures 
more than you treas-
ure opportunities to 
share God's love and 
blessings with others, 
your hands are full of 
nothing that will last. 
If your "money bags" 
are filled with worldly 
goals that push God 
out, or selfish plans 
that push others out, 
or un-godly relation-
ships that push holi-
ness out from your 
life, there isn't much 

room for the wondrous and eternal gifts of God. 
“For where your treasure is, there also will your 
heart be.”  

Anything not of God is detrimental to us and, in the 
end, pointless, because it does not unite us to God 
and we cannot take it to heaven. We need to trade it 
in for the inexhaustible treasures that come from 
God.  

Jesus isn't saying that we have to literally sell all of 
our worldly possessions in order to make room for 
divine treasures. What matters is our motive for 

having these things. 
Are they used for serv-
ing the kingdom of 
God or are they serv-
ing only earthly, tem-
porary, selfish purpos-
es?  

Whatever enhances 
our union with God – 
and only this – is a 
treasure that we'll en-
joy for all of eternity.  

Jesus warns us not to 
waste time being lazy 
about purging our lives 
of earthly treasures. 

We don't know when the Master will come to take 
us to the heavenly banquet of eternal union with 
God. Will we be ready? Not if we're more interested 
in feeding our worldly desires.  

This is why God, in his great mercy, provides Pur-
gatory. Separation from earthly treasures (the purg-
ing) is painful when we prefer them over heavenly 
goods; Jesus describes this as the "beatings" that the 
Master's servants get. Why wait for that? Now is the 
time to prefer only the kingdom of God and build up 
our cache of gifts that no thief can reach nor moth 
destroy.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. If you knew you were going to die tomorrow, 
what would you do today to prepare? 

2. What attitudes, what goals, and what plans do 
you have that don't assist the kingdom of God? 
What habits or addictions? Unloving behaviors? 
Unforgiveness and unresolved conflicts? 

3. Describe an earthly attachment you used to have 
and explain how God helped you let go of it. What 
divine treasure did you gain? 

 

Wisdom 18:6-9  
Ps 33:1,12,18-22  

Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19  
Luke 12:32-48  

Monday August 8  
St. Dominic  

Ezekiel 1:2-5,24-28c  
Ps 148:1-2,11-14  

Matthew 17:22-27  

Tuesday August 9  
Ezekiel 2:8 3:4  

Ps 119:14,24,72,103,111,131  
Matthew 18:1-5,10,12-14  

Wednesday August 10  
St. Lawrence  

2 Corinthians 9:6-10  
Ps 112:1-2,5-6,7-8,9  

John 12:24-26  

Thursday August 11  
St. Clare  

Ezekiel 12:1-12  
Ps 78:56-59,61-62  

Matthew 18:21--19:1  

Friday August 12  
Ezekiel 16:1-15,60,63  

Isaiah 12:2-6  
Matthew 19:3-12  

Saturday August 13  
Ezekiel 18:1-10,13b,30-32  

Ps 51:12-15,18-19  
Matthew 19:13-15   

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



PREPARACIÓN 

Imagínate la siguiente 
escena: estás sentado en 
tu pupitre en la escuela. 
La maestra camina por el 
pasillo, y coloca el exa-
men delante de ti, vol-
teado hacia abajo. Prepa-
ras tu reloj. Tienes ex-
actamente una hora para 
completar ese examen. 
Volteas el papel. Y en-

tonces te das cuenta: nunca tomaste apuntes. Nunca 
estudiaste ni hiciste tareas. Para un estudiante, la falta 
de preparación es la pesadilla de pesadillas. En el 
Evangelio de hoy, Jesús habla de la necesidad de 
prepararse. Dios estará encantado de darnos el reino, 
dice Jesús. “con la túnica puesta y las lámparas encen-
didas.” Prepárate. Las enseñanzas de Jesús nos 
recuerdan la pregunta que una vez le hicieron a san 
Francisco de Sales y sus compañeros, que, de acuerdo 
a la historia, estaban jugando billar. “¿Qué harían si 
les dijeran que el fin del mundo llegará en una hora?” 
Los amigos de san Francisco empezaron a conjeturar 
sobre cómo pondrían sus asuntos en orden. Casi todos 
mencionaron la oración. Francisco se encogió de 
hombros: “Yo seguiría haciendo lo mismo que hago 
ahora.” ¿Estás tú listo para encontrarte con el Señor? 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

August 7 
St. Lawrence –JoAnn Hillger 
St. Thomas –  Karen Streicher 

August 14 
St. Lawrence– Jamie Stewart Family 
St. Thomas– Gary & Janice Durham 

August Worklist   

Pete & Angie Dehlinger- CH                              
Wayne & Susan Hirt, Wayne & Audrey Davis, Dec. 
Floyd & Martha Schwartz, Derek Dieringer Patrick & 
Yenny Garcia, Adam & Tiffany Parker, Larry & 
Becky Batla, Colton & Tacoma Schwartz, Chris & 
Lana Hirt, Randy & Stephanie Braden, Greg 
Schraeder, Henry & Shelley Chudej, Jorge & Maria 
Salais. Bo & Amber Eggemeyer, Manuel & Laura 
Bustos 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Claire Fuchs, Elissa Colunga, Brett Chudej, 
Braxton Dieringer, Tiffany Matshek, Sammy Kellermier 

Anniversaries: Chris & Tiffany Matshek and                
Robert & Judy Michalewicz 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: Elizabeth Arriozola and Stan Latzel                                                                                          
Anniversaries: Russ & Rachel Eggemeyer 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, August 13                         
 Sacristan: Charles Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, August 14     
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek  
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Parish book study -- Monday, August 8 at 
7pm.  We will discuss the next 40 pages of  

"The Fifth Mountain." 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

Blood Drive 

The next blood drive will be August 10 from 7:00 am till 
12:00 pm at the Glasscock County Coop. To schedule an 
appointment please call Lynette Jansa at  (432) 354-2255. 

Please give the Gift of Life. 

August 11 

Applied BlockChain’s Job Fair at the Community Center 
in Garden City from 9:00 am-4:00 pm. The company is 
looking to hire people to work at the Data Center located 
on Hwy 33. 

Festival News 

Altar Society officers are asking that all adult parish-
ioners submit their job request in the job box at the 
back of church. The box will remain there through the 
end of August. 

Come Celebrate  
The Feast of St. Lawrence 
Wednesday ~ August 10th ~  

Mass at 5:00 PM 
A light meal will be served at 6:00pm, 

followed by talks from the ROME 
BOYS! 

This will be a  
"THEOLOGY ON TAP" evening, 

so bring your favorite beverage. 

Event theme:  Spiritual Warfare 
(Camo attire welcomed!) 



…July 6; 10 a.m.  

Yesterday my father and mother 
spent two hours with me. A friend 
drove them to the hospital. They 
have been here sometimes to see 
me when I was unable to see them. 
Of course, I feel that God gave me 
the most wonderful of parents. My 
father, now over sixty, works daily 
in a factory. My mother, stricken 

with arthritis ten years ago, is barely able to do the house-
work. They have lived for God and for me. I had hoped 
someday to ease their burdens, to return Jove and care for 
the love they have shown me. 

My father is, above all, a just man. He is a martyr 
to the virtue of justice. His father, a sincere but misguided 
man, lived on a farm and alas! Saw a chance in the 1918 – 
1919 days of farm speculation to make money without la-
bour. He gambled and lost. He lost the farm on which his 
father was born. My grandmother died when it was sold at 
auction. It had always, since marriage, been her home.  

My father then decided that, to give his children 
the legacy of a good name, he should pay the notes, which 
my grandfather had signed at the bank. My mother, 
doomed to the slavery of debts not her own, did not com-
plain. She took in washing and, until arthritis crippled her 
hands, sewed to ease my father’s burden. 

When my young brother died of diphtheria, my 
mother overnight became an old woman. Her hair sudden-
ly became grey. But she did not lose faith in God or in His 
Providence. She devoted herself to me and to my father. 

The house in which we lived was a ramshackle 
four – room house. It lacked paint at times – but never 
flowers.  

"Your father has a green thumb," Mother would say. He 
planted a garden. And I earned – the hard way – a dollar or 
two to help pay the family bills.  

I guess I was ten years old when father came home 
one evening, kissed Mother, and said, "I guess that does 
it."  

"Does what?" she asked.  

"Paid off the bank. In full."  

"It’s been a long grind."  

"Yes, but my sons can hold up their heads. We 
don't owe anyone a cent."  

But he did later when Tommy died. His death was 
sudden. One day we were going to school together and 
almost the next he was laid away in our cemetery lot. And 
Father insisted on a fine funeral as if to make up for the 
things in life Tommy missed. I never saw such a beautiful 
casket.  

Just when all was going well again, I had an attack 
of appendicitis. Again, Father went to the bank.  

"How much money do you need?" asked the bank-
er gruffly.  

"How much does an operation cost? We never had 
one before," was my father's answer.  

"My friend," said the banker, "on your word you 
can have all the money in the bank. You're the man in this 
town I trust above all others."  

And so, I had the operation and I was spoiled by 
the attention given me, both in the hospital and at home.  

Then it was I began to think and to think hard.  

Our old pastor had taught me to serve Mass and 
every time I did, I grew a little closer to the altar.  

One day I went to confession and said to him, 
"Father, I'm afraid I'm guilty of terrible pride and I know 
it's a sin."  

"How, son?" he asked kindly.  

"I want to be a priest like you and I know it's silly 
and it just can't happen, because my folks are poor and I 
must work to help them."  

He coughed into his handkerchief and acted, I 
thought, a bit queerly.  

"To listen to the voice of the Lord is no sin. I think 
He wants you to help Him and me."  

"But Father, how could I ever get to a priests' 
school? That costs money."  

"God has a way. God has His way. Now may I ask 
your permission to talk to your folks about this matter? It's 
terribly important. God will find a way."  

I should have known even then that the "way" 
would mean taking the pastor’s little savings away from 
him.  

When Father and Mother got the word, they said a 
rosary of thanksgiving. New light came into their life. 
"One boy an angel," I heard Mother say, "and another a 
priest! God is too good to the likes of us."  

"That's because they have had such a fine mother,' 
my father gallantly suggested.  

Yesterday I deceived my parents. I didn't mean to 
do it but the head nurse's confession, the joy of sitting in a 
wheel chair, went to my head. New hope came to my 
mother's eyes as she said, "Father Joe, I think you're get-
ting better."  

"Of Course. I'm better than I have been in days," I 
insisted.  

She looked strangely at Father, but he turned his 
eyes aside. I never could fool him.  

  … To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 

What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an 
“Inquiry” period, when questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obliga-
tion, no commitment, no pressure – at our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are 
interested in becoming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" 
period, with a focus on how to identify God’s special calling and pur-
pose for your life. 

When: To Be Announced. 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

Religious Education Registration for St. Lawrence 

Every student must do a registration for this year’s 
RE Classes even if you are a returning student. Regis-
tration forms are available in the foyer of the church. 

 
AS THE START OF RE SESSIONS  

APPROACHES… 

You can ask yourself how your family is living your 
faith so far this summer. 

Here are some suggestions to help your child prepare 
for RE over the remaining weeks of summer and start 
of RE if he/she will be in … 

Third Grade – Have your 3rd Grader lead the family 
in prayer at the dinner table. Volunteer to bring up the 
gifts at Offertory during Mass. Pray the Apostle’s 
Creed and the Hail Mary. Pray using the Psalms. Find 
a story or movie about a saint. 

Fourth Grade – Give your child a Bible, help him/
her to navigate it, and have him/her read the Gospels 
and Acts. Attend Mass and help your child look up 
the readings in the Bible. Pray the Nicene Creed. Ask, 
and explain, why we celebrate the Eucharist. Have 
him/her do an extra chore to buy an item for the food-
pantry. 

[Suggestions for other grades next week] 

St. Paschal Catholic Church 
REGISTRATION FOR 2022-2023 

Registrations are now being accepted. Early registra-
tion enables us to order books in time before the Reli-
gious Education Year begins. If you will be new to 
our program, contact the RE Office to set an appoint-
ment to register. We will be happy to assist you in 
setting your child on a journey with Christ within a 
supportive faith community. This year onward, we’ll 
have a new curriculum called Faith and Life Series 
for our children. For more information contact our 
RE coordinator Victoria @ (325) 304-3432. 




